The preparation of photographic transparencies of pathological specimens requires expertise and the expenditure of considerable time and money. This effort is largely wasted if the transparencies cannot readily be retrieved from storage. The purpose of this paper is to describe an efficient and inexpensive filing and retrieval system for 2 in. x 2 in. transparencies which have been coded with the Systematised Nomenclature of Pathology (SNOP) (1965) . These codes are then regarded as features that can be retrieved with punched feature cards. The system will be described under the headings of indexing, filing, storage, and retrieval.
Indexing
The SNOP is a digital coding system for disease processes devised by the American College of Pathologists. It is used widely in the USA and in a growing number of centres in the UK; its adoption has been advocated by the Royal College of Pathologists. In it, each disease is defined in terms of four types of information; the part of the body affectedTopography (T), the structural changes producedMorphology (M), the aetiological agent-Aetiology (E), and the functional manifestations-Function(F). Thus each pathological process has been given a four-digit code within these types of information: the code has been devised so that in each type the first digit indicates a main section and the succeeding digits progressively finer subdivisions. The pathology departments associated with the University of Dundee have used the T and M sections of the SNOP code for four years as a means of indexing surgical biopsy material and museum specimens, and found it reliable and convenient. In the light of this experience, transparencies were indexed with Received for publication 16 October 1974. the specific T and M codes which were regarded as features for filing and retrieval with punched feature cards.
The retrieval of indexed data by means of punched feature cards was proposed by Jolley (1959) . Lawson and Shearer (1968) discussed the merit of various types of feature cards and equipment, and their use in medical data retrieval has been described by Harden (1968) , Scott (1968) , and Harden, Harden, and Reekie (1974 (fig 1) , that is, enough to match four holders (96 transparencies) with four numbers left over. The numbers 00, 49, 50, and 99 are not used (fig 1) . The unit of storage is determined by the 2400 accession numbers available on each feature card. In practice we have found that the 100 holders required to store that number of transparencies with the associated feature cards, in pocket folders, adequately fills a drawer of the filing cabinet.
When one unit has been completed a second drawer with a fresh batch of feature cards is begun. Duplication of accession numbers is avoided by introducing the number of the drawer into the accession number, eg, 1-21 02, 2-21 02. The holders are clearly marked with the sequence of accession numbers they contain (fig 2) . As 
